St.Stephen

Letherarn Chereh

We may owe our observance of Valentine's Day to the Roman
celebration of Lupercalia, a festival of eroticism that honored Juno
Februata, the goddess of love. Annually, on the “ides” (the 15™) of
February, love notes would be drawn to partner men and women for
feasting and various game playing.

Early Christians frowned on these lascivious goings-on. In an attempt
to curb the festivities, the Christian clergy encouraged celebrants to
substitute the names of saints. Then, for the next twelve months,
participants were to emulate the ideals represented by the particular
saint they'd chosen. Not too surprisingly, this prudish version of
Lupercalia proved unpopular and died a quick death.

But the early Christians were anything but quitters; so it was on to
Plan B: modulate the nature of Lupercalia by turning this "feast of the
flesh" into a "ritual for romance!"

This time, the Church selected a single saint to do battle with the
pagan goddess Juno -- St. Valentine (Valentinus). And since
Valentinus had been martyred on February 14, the Church could also
preempt the annual February 15 celebration of Lupercalia. The only
fly in the ointment was Valentinus himself. How does one make the
chaste Saint appeal to lovers? What the Church did was to
"embellish" Valentinus’ life story a little bit. Since it happened so long
ago, there are no records. And if it didn't happen exactly the way the
story goes, it certainly makes for a better story...

According to one legend, Valentinus ignored a decree from Emperor
Claudius Il that forbade all marriages and betrothals. Caught in the
act, Valentinus was imprisoned and sentenced to death for secretly
conducting several wedding ceremonies.

While imprisoned, the future Saint cured a girl (the jailer's daughter)
of her blindness. The poor girl fell madly in love with Valentinus, but
could not save him. On the eve of his execution, Valentinus managed
to slip a parting message to the girl. The note, of course, was signed
"From your Valentine."

Pax et Bonum
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Church Council Meeting  will be
Sunday, February 12", at 6:30 pm.
Meetings of the Council are open to
all. Your comments and
suggestions are appreciated and
encouraged.

Women of the Word

will meet on QT?
Tuesday, February 14" Sl
at 930 am. Women of the Word

Worship at the
Carriage Inn will be
Sunday, February 5", at
3 pm.

P

WOW is
collecting fabric kits
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BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS

02/??/193 Margaret Pyatte
02/03/1935 Joyce Davidson
02/11/2007 Eva Coronado
02/18/2001 Bryan Trammell
02/18/2001 Lane Trammell K
02/19/1950 Susan McCrone
02/23/1986 Trent Pyatte

/'\

02/01 Donn Moody
02/05 Sylvia Perlick
02/06 Shannon Pyatte
02/08 Shelly Pyatte

02/09 June Mitschke
02/10 Greg Hamon

02/16 Allison Staley
02/21 Karen Vickery

ANNIVERSARIES

02/14/1998 Diane & James Smith
02/16/1968 Debbie & Mike Lind
02/22/1986 Lyssa & Perry Galbreath
02/23/1980 Kathleen & Walter Sheehan




Schedule for Lenten
Soup and Sandwich Dinner

February 29™—Worship Team
March 7""—to be announced

March 14" —to be announced
March 21"—to be announced
March 28" —to be announced

Lenten Dinners begin at 6 pm on the Wednesdays of Lent. Following the
dinner at 7 pm there will be Worship Service.

o +
Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 " \
Worship Service at 7 pm. ’

N Ash Wednesday—February 22"

Palm Sunday—April 1%
Maundy Thursday—April 5"
Good Friday—April 6"

B Easter Sunday—April 8"
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Congreqgation Finances

Month Ended Dec. 31, 2011

Current Assets beginning of Year $26,465.56
Contributions 124,267.10
Receipts from Insurance claims 1,605.02

Funds to be disbursed (payroll liabilities)

Funds Disbursed

(129,922.60)

Decreases to Current Assets through Equity

(86.08)

Current Assets as of December 31, 2011

22,329.00

Paula Stone, Treasurer




_ ) ) Council in
Praise & Worship Service at 8:15 am— Teller Charge
celebrates Lord’s Supper every Sunday. 1/29 E. Schelling E. Schelling
The Traditional Service at 10:30 am — 2/5 L. Mitschke E. Miller
celebrates the Lord’s Supper every 2/12 E Miller S. Wolf
Sunday.

2/19 P. Staley J. Benware
Altar care for the month of February— _ _
Emma Miller and Betty Fowler 2/26 E. Schelling D. Smith
Greeter Ushers Assisting PowerPoint
1/29 M. Pyatte V. Teschendorf E. Schelling E. Schelling
2/5 R. Stone R. Stone A. Rodriguez P. Stone
2/12 B. Baldwin P. Staley B. Baldwin R. Rodriguez
2/19 P. Staley B. Baldwin J. Tureson R. Warren
2/26 D. Smith J. Tureson B. Fowler J. Rodriguez
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St Stephen Lutheran Church
619 Lang Road
PO Box 668
Portland, TX 78374

Office@ StStephenLutheranChurch.org

Discipleship Conference
Featuring Bishop John F. Bradosky
North American Lutheran Church

February 17-18, 2012

Rosenberg, TX

Sponsored by Peace Lutheran Church,
St. Paul Lutheran Church of Rosenberg Texas and

Thrivent Financial
$25 per person

Deadline is February 2 "

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT # 24
PORTLAND TEXAS

Midweek Scripture Study

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 pm

February 1 st-15"




